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knew to be her Lord! In like manner are we to admire, with St Bernard,
" How the holy man Joseph would often take him upon his knees, smiling
at him." We ought also to contemplate how the choirs of angels, descending
from above in raptures of astonishment, adore their God in this new wonder-
ful state to which mercy and love have reduced him, and salute him with
hymns of praise. We are invited to join them in the persons of the holy
shepherds. God was pleased that his Son, though born on earth with so
much secrecy, and in a state of the most astonishing humiliation, should
be acknowledged by men, and receive the first fruits of their homages and
devotion upon his first appearance among them* Who are they that are
favoured with the honour of this heavenly call? The great ones of the
world are passed over on this occasion. They are chosen whose character,
by their very station, is simplicity and humility; and whose obscurity,
poverty, and solitude removed them from the principal dangers of worldly
pride, and were most agreeable to that love and spirit of retiredness,
penance, and humility which Christ came to recommend. Nor can we
doubt but they adorned their state with the true spirit of this simplicity
and devotion. These happy persons were certain shepherds who, being
strangers to the sensuality and pride of the world, were at that time keep-
ing the watches of the night over their flock. Whilst the sensual and the
proud were asleep in soft beds, or employed in pursuits of voluptuousness,
vanity, or ambition, an angel appeared to these humble poor men, and they
saw themselves encompassed with a great brightness. They were suddenly
seized with exceeding great fear, but the heavenly messenger said to them,
" Fear not: for behold I bring you good tidings of exceeding great joy,
that shall be to all the people. For this day is born to you a Saviour, who
is Christ the Lord, in the city of David. And this shall be a sign to you:
you shall find the child wrapped in swaddling-clothes, and laid in a manger."
Suddenly then appeared with the angel a multitude of heavenly spirits
praising God and saying, " Glory be to God in the highest; and on earth
peace to men of good-will" After the departure of the angels, the
wondering shepherds said one to another, " Let us go over to Bethlehem,
and let us see this word that is come to pass, which the Lord hath showed
to us." They immediately hastened thither and found Mary and Joseph,
and the infant lying in the manger. Here they did homage to the Messias
as to the spiritual king of men, and then returned to their flocks, glorifying
and praising God.1 Mary was very reserved amidst these occurrences and
continued silent in her deportment, but observed all these things, with
secrecy pondering them in her heart.

The angel calls this wonderful mystery a subject of great joy to all
the people. Indeed, our hearts must be insensible to all spiritual things
if they do not overflow with holy joy at the consideration of so glorious a
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